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Megan Abbate, is an Assistant Editor at Roaring Book Press where 

she acquires across all categories for children. She is most drawn 

to classic, timeless voices in stories grounded by fresh 

contemporary hooks, as well as books that build empathy. As a 

former teacher, she is always interested in books that can connect 

to school curriculum in interesting ways and books that could 

make for great classroom read-alouds. All the books she’s edited 

are great, but she especially thinks you should read How (Not) to 
Ask a Boy to Prom, which came out this spring, and Thundercluck! 
Recipe for Revenge, which comes out this month. Originally from 

Pittsburgh, she is a huge sports fan and also a theater lover.  

 

Megan’s advice for writers/illustrators: “The best way to hone your craft is to read widely and 

to write regularly, especially when you don’t feel like it.” 

 

General Intensive, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. (Friday) 

Writing Diverse Characters 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - General 

CONTENT/TOPIC -  
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION -  
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Breakout Session, B1, 9:45 - 10:35 (Saturday) 

The Picture Book Process from Start to Finish 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - General, PB 

CONTENT/TOPIC - Using some recent picture books Megan has worked on, she’ll talk 
about putting it all together and what steps they went through along the way. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION -  
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
 



 

 

 
Breakout Session, C3, 1:00 - 1:50 p.m. (Saturday) 
Nonfiction for Young Readers 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - General, PB, chapter books 

CONTENT/TOPIC - This session will discuss topics and successful approaches for 
picture book and long form nonfiction and how to seek out concepts that will work well as 
books for young readers. We will also look at some examples/different storytelling styles 
and why they work. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION -  
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Megan’s critiques: All genres (including illustrators), YA - with a preference for rom com 
or realistic contemporary, but no high fantasy or sci-fi 
 
 

 

 
Kurestin Armada, Literary Agent at P.S. Literary, began her 
publishing career as an intern with Workman Publishing, and 
spent time as an assistant at The Lotts Agency before joining P.S. 
LIterary in 2015. She holds a B. A. in English from Kenyon 
College, as well as a publishing certificate from Columbia 
University. Kurestin is based in New York City and spends most 
of her time in the city’s thriving indie bookstores. She reads widely 
across genres, and has a particular affection for science fiction 
and fantasy, especially books that recognize and subvert typical 
tropes of genre fiction. 
 

https://www.psliterary.com 

 
Kurestin’s advice for writers/illustrators: “Create something that 

brings you joy, something that feels like fun while you’re doing it. 
Readers can always tell when that spark of joy is missing, from books and from 
illustrators.” 
 
Breakout Session, C2, 10:45 - 11:35 a.m., (Saturday) 
Analyzing First Pages  
INTENDED AUDIENCE - General, chapter books, MG, YA 
CONTENT/TOPIC - In this session we will trace three different elements through various 
examples of excellent first pages (across categories and genre), analyze how these 
elements contribute to the strength of the pages, and learn how to apply them to your 
own choice of mentor texts/your own work. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - Please bring a copy of your own first five pages and some 
way to mark them up in four different colors. Print or digital is fine, this will be for your own 
reference. 

https://www.psliterary.com/


 

 

HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Breakout Session, A4, 2:00 - 2:50, (Saturday)  
Trend Talk: YA/Adult Crossover Fiction 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - General, YA 
CONTENT/TOPIC - Breaking down the trend of YA/Adult crossover fiction, what it is, what 
it isn’t, how it works, and why people want it. Perfect for those who aren’t sure how to 
categorize their own WIP! Kurestin will also touch briefly on other recent trends, such as 
literary/speculative, historical/contemporary, and others. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - N/A 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Kurestin’s critiques - PB, MG, YA, with a particular interest in speculative fiction 
 
 
 
 

Michael Armstrong, Author, has spent most of his career 
managing non-profit organizations, including chapters of The 
ALS Association and The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation. When 
his daughter was born, Mike left his career and became a stay-
at-home dad. Soon after, he began writing children’s books and 
is now an active member of the Society of Children’s Book 
Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI). Best Day Ever is his first book. 
 

He can be found at www.michaelarmstrongbooks.com. 

 
Michael’s advice for writers/illustrators: “Find good critique 
partners, and by ’good’ I mean ones who will tell you the hard 

truth. Also, learn to accept the hard truth.” 
 
Breakout Session, B4, 2:00 -2:50 p.m. (Saturday) 
Putting Together a Marketing Plan for Your New Book 
INDENDED AUDIENCE - General 
CONTENT/TOPIC - Develop a personalized marketing plan and timeline to maximize 
your book sales with efficiency. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - N/A 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Michael’s critiques: PB 
 
 
 
Maria Carluccio, Author/Illustrator, is an accomplished author/illustrator who has 
received multiple awards for her work from the New York Society of Illustrators and 3x3 

http://www.michaelarmstrongbooks.com/


 

 

Magazine, both of which she is particularly proud. Her 
children’s books have been published and reprinted in several 
languages throughout the world. Maria has also licensed her 
artwork to such companies as Hallmark Cards, Land of Nod, 
Pottery Barn Kids, Target and TeNeues Publishing to name a 
few. 
 

She can be found at www.mariacarluccio.com. 

 
Maria’s advice for writers/illustrators: “The more you know 
yourself, the closer you are to creating art and narratives that 
will resonate universally.” 

 
Breakout Session, D2, 10:45 - 11:35 a.m., (Saturday) 
Promoting From Your Heart 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - Beginner, professional, illustrator, author/illustrator, picture 
books, interactive board books, regular board books, 0-10 age group, children’s products, 
licensing artwork. This could include more general audiences as well since it’s about 
promotion. 
CONTENT/TOPIC - How Maria uses Instagram and how artist/creatives can promote 
themselves in ways that fit who they are. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - N/A 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Breakout Session, D4, 2:00 - 2:50 p.m., (Saturday) 
Building Playgrounds of the Imagination 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - Beginner, professional, illustrator, author/illustrator, picture 
books, interactive board books, regular board books, 0-10 age group, children’s products, 
licensing artwork. 
CONTENT/TOPIC - How our fascinations lead us to the stories we need to tell. Hear 
about Maria’s own fascinations and what inspires her…and how she came to making 
children’s books.  
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - TBD 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Maria’s critiques: PB, interactive board books, regular board books, 0-10 age group, 
any artist portfolios, and general dummy books 
 
 
 
 
Pat Cummings, Author/Illustrator, is the author and/or illustrator of over 40 books for 
young readers. Pat also teaches children’s book courses at Parsons and Pratt and holds 
a summer Boot Camp to bring writers and illustrators together with top editors and art 
directors. She serves on the boards of SCBWI, the Authors Guild and Authors League 

http://www.mariacarluccio.com/


 

 

Fund and as Chair of the Founders Award Jury for the Society 
of Illustrators’ Original Art Show. Her debut middle grade novel, 
Trace and her most recent picture book, Beauty and the Beast, 
are both published by HaperCollins. One of her fondest 
moments as an illustrator was winning the Vogelweh 
Dependent School (Kaiserslautern, Germany) coloring contest 
in 1955.  
 

She can be found at www.patcummings.com, Twitter: 

@PatCummingsBook, and on Instagram: patcummingsbooks. 
 
Pat’s advice for writers/illustrators: “Plenty of folks say 
negative things about pursuing book publishing. Don’t be one of 
those voices. My favorite quote is from Ayn Rand: ‘The question 
isn’t who is going to let me; it’s who is going to stop me.’ Great 

ideas aren’t enough…get the book out of your head and onto the page.” 
 
General Intensive, 1:00-4:00 p.m. (Friday) 
Check and Cross Check: Self-evaluating Stories, Illustrations and Submission 
Strategies 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - Writers and illustrators, PB, General 
CONTENT/TOPIC - In this session, we’ll cover tips and techniques for self-evaluation in 
order to make a project more marketable. We’ll spend about an hour each on writing, 
illustrating and the business part: submitting. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - Please bring a work-in-progress: PB manuscript, 
thumbnails, dummy, illustration… 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Opening Address, Ballroom, 8:30 - 9:15 a.m. (Saturday) 
Taking Off: Going from ‘Who Will Let Me?’ to ‘Who can Stop Me?’ 

Too Many folks at conferences seem to be their own worst enemies when it comes to pursuing getting 

published. Pat has found in her classes as well that there’s always a need to counteract the negative 

voices that writers and illustrators let hold them back. This talk will be a way to start the day with a 

YES attitude in mind. 

 

Breakout Session, A3, 1:00 - 1:50 p.m., (Saturday) 
The Next Page: The Only Limit is Your Imagination 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - General 
CONTENT/TOPIC - Having just done her first middle grade novel, let’s talk a bit about 
always challenging yourself to try something new…even if the format you choose is a 
familiar one. This session will focus on the horror and the excitement of facing a blank 
page and starting on a new book. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - Please bring a pad of paper, notebook or sketchbook. 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 

http://www.patcummings.com/


 

 

Pat’s critiques: PB, MG, and Illustrator portfolios - any topic is fine 
 
 
 

 
Mallory Grigg, Art Director at Macmillan Children’s 
Publishing Group, as a sixth-generation Texan, Mallory 
has forsaken the motherland and now calls Brooklyn home. 
She grew her career working at Penguin Random House, 
HMH, Simon & Schuster, Alloy Entertainment, Cider Mill 
Press and is currently the MCPG Art Director for Feiwel & 
Friends, Henry Holt Books for Young Readers, Swoon 
Reads, and Squarefish. She loves yoga, boxing, painting, 
football, food and books. 
 
Mallory is particularly proud of her 2015 Publisher’s Weekly 
Rising Star nomination. 

 
Mallory’s advice for authors/illustrators: Work really hard. Practice every day. Try to 
make mistakes. Then ask yourself: what can you learn? Figure out what you are afraid 
of, and do that thing first. 
 
Breakout Session, D1, 9:45 - 10:35 a.m., (Saturday) 
Storyboarding for Picture Books 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - Illustrators of all levels 
CONTENT/TOPIC - In this session we’ll learn about the anatomy of a picture book. We’ll 
talk about pagination, story arc, and character development. We’ll discuss rules and 
guidelines - and how to break them. You will learn to look at a book with a “global view” 
and will walk away with a deeper understanding of how to tell a compelling story in 32 
pages. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - Please bring a favorite picture book. 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
 
 
 
 
Breakout Session, D3, 10:45 - 1:00 p.m., (Saturday) 
The Group Critique: How to Make Better Art and Still Keep Your Friends 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - Illustrators of all levels 
CONTENT/TOPIC - Offering up constructive criticism is an art. In this interactive session 
we will hang participant’s artwork on the walls and learn different techniques for 
discussing artwork and helping our friends get their work to the next level. Plan to hang 
work up on the walls and participate in a group critique. Our goal is to give you the skills 



 

 

to offer up constructive feedback to your illustration community. Please see supplies list 
and bring your homework to class. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - Please bring any works in progress that you’d like feedback 
on, printed on paper (please do not plan to show work digitally). This may include a picture 
book dummy, character illustrations, loose concepts for storylines, etc. Work does not 
need to be finished to be considered. Sketches/thumbnails are welcomed and 
encouraged. Please bring tracing paper, pencils/markers, and painters tape. 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Mallory’s critiques: Any illustration work the artist would like feedback on. 
 
 

Angie Karcher, Author, a former Kindergarten teacher, is the 
author of three books for children. Her first title, Where the River 
Grins (2012 M.T. Publishing) is a history book used to teach 
local history in Evansville, Indiana schools. Her second title, 
The Legendary R.A. Cowboy Jones (2014 M.T. Publishing) is a 
middle grade biography about a 71 year old jockey in 
Henderson, Kentucky who was still racing at the time of 
publication. Her most recent book, Santa’s Gift, is a true story 
about a community who came together to save an historic 
Santa Claus statue (2017 M.T. Publishing), and was nominated 
and listed in the Top 10 Best in Rhyme Awards for 2017. Angie 
has published children’s poetry in various publications including 
Indiana Bicentennial Poems and Songs Anthology (2016 Byron 
Buckley). Look for her upcoming titles, A Clean Sweep (2019) 
and Sideline Slugger (2020). She is the IN SCBWI Regional 

Advisor. She hosts the Rhyme Revolution writer’s event each April and the Rhyme 
Revolution Conference. Angie is the founder and host of The Best in Rhyme Award held 
in New York City annually in February. She also hosts Ms. Angie’s Craft Time on KidLitTV. 
She presents at schools, conferences and other kit-lit events. 
 
https://rhymerev.com 
 
Angie’s advice for writers/illustrators: “Shake hands, introduce yourself, pass out 
business cards, support others, create every day and NEVER GIVE UP!!” 
 
Breakout Session, B2, 10:45 - 11:35 a.m., (Saturday) 
Rhyme Revolution: Writing Great Stories that Happen to Rhyme 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - PB 
CONTENT/TOPIC - 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - No prep required. 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Breakout Session, B3, 1:00 - 1:50 p.m., (Saturday) 

https://rhymerev.com/


 

 

Regional Publishing: A Great Place to Start! 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - PB, Biographies, YA & MG 
CONTENT/TOPIC - The world of a story informs so much more than the setting alone. 
Whether a world is imagined or realistic, it must have the integrity to support the story you 
tell. Here, we will explore ways to construct an environment that lends itself to immersive 
storytelling, and how to get that vision onto the page. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - No prep required. 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Angie’s critiques: Prefer mainly rhyming PB manuscripts, but can to any PB’s. 
 
 
 

Tricia Lin, Assistant Editor at Simon & Schuster, acquires 
middle grade novels and select picture books for Aladdin, as 
well as young adult novels for Simon Pulse. She is always 
looking for character-driven stories and captivating voices for 
her list, and is particularly interested in atmospheric speculative 
fiction and layered contemporary narratives. At Aladdin, she has 
had the privilege of working on wonderful titles, including The 
Blackthorn Key series by Kevin Sands, The Simple Art of Flying 
by Cory Leonardo, and the Heroes in Training chapter book 
series by Tracey West. Tricia is particularly proud of The 
Assassin’s Curse by Kevin Sands (Edgar nominee) and The 
Simple Art of Flying by Cory Leonardo. 

 

See http://simonandschusterpublishing.com/aladdin/index.html or follow Tricia on Twitter 

@triciaelin. 
 
Tricia’s advice for writers/illustrators: “Never forget your reason for creating. It can be 
too easy to get swept up in the world of publishing, but remember that your stories are 
always changing lives, regardless of where you are in the process.” 
 
Chapter Book & Young Middle Grade Intensive, 1:00-4:00 p.m. (Friday) 
Breaking Down the Chapter Book and Young Middle Grade Markets 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - General 
CONTENT/TOPIC - In this intensive, we will take a deep dive into the worlds of chapter 
books and young middle grade! We will learn the nuances and differences in both 
categories, as well as tips and tricks for solidifying your character and voice within these 
markets. There will also be an opportunity for participants to get hands-on experience 
and tackle their works-in-progress with the rest of the class. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - Please bring a work-in-progress for workshopping 
purposes, along with one specific area that you would like to tackle (plot point, character 
growth, is this a chapter book vs. young middle grade voice, etc.). 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 

http://simonandschuterpublishing.com/aladdin/index.html


 

 

 
Breakout Session, A1, 9:45 - 10:35 a.m., (Saturday) 
Building a World That Bolsters Your Story 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - General 
CONTENT/TOPIC - The world of a story informs so much more than the setting alone. 
Whether a world is imagined or realistic, it must have the integrity to support the story you 
tell. Here, we will explore ways to construct an environment that lends itself to immersive 
storytelling, and how to get that vision onto the page. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - Please be prepared for writing exercises. 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Midday Address, 12:10 - 12:55 pm (Saturday) 
First Chapters, Voice, and “Good  Fit” - Things an Acquiring Editor Loos For 
Many of you have heard the phrases, such as “didn’t connect with this” or “doesn’t fit with 
our list”. But what does any of it actually mean? Hear from one editor and get a behind-
the-scenes look at what exactly we look for in submissions. 
 
Tricia’s critiques - PB, MG, YA, with specific interest in speculative fiction and layered 
contemporary novel 
 

 
Sean McCarthy, Literary Agent at Sean McCarthy Literary 
Agency, founded his own full-service literary agency in 2013. He 
began his publishing career as an editorial intern at Overlook 
Press and then worked at the Sheldon Fogelman Agency as the 
submissions coordinator and permissions manager before 
becoming a full-time literary agent. His clients include New York 
Times Bestseller Zachariah O’Hora, Jamie A. Swenson, Hyewon 
Yum, Dana Wulfekotte, Andrea Offermann, Kurt Cyrus, and 
Judith Robbins Rose, among others. Sean graduated from 
Macalester College with a degree in English-Creative Writing, 
and is grateful that he no longer has to spend his winters in 
Minnesota. 
 
“I am proud of all my clients’ books! Most recently THE REMEMBER 

BALLOONS (Illustrated by Dana Wulfekotte) was named a Schneider Family Honor book at this year’s 

ALA Media Awards, and SATURDAY IS SWIMMING DAY by Hyewon Yum was named a Charlotte 

Zolotow Honor.”  

 

He can be found at www.mccarthylit.com.  

 
Sean’s advice for writers/illustrators -  “There’s so much in trade publishing that is out 
of the control of authors and illustrators, so I always recommend focusing on goals that 
are fully within your grasp (e.g., the number of manuscripts that you finish this year, or 

http://www.mccarthylit.com/


 

 

the number of queries that you plan to send out). And read as many new books as 
possible - even those that aren’t normally in genres that you like or are in different genres!” 
 
Breakout Session, A2, 10:45 - 11:35 a.m. (Saturday) 
When Reality Bites: Best Practices for Revising Your Work 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - General and most helpful to writers. 
CONTENT/TOPIC - This presentation will discuss ways to determine when your 
manuscript is ready for revision; different revision approaches and techniques (from 
tearing it all down to the bones to hand-polishing for submission) and when to use them; 
and tips for using feedback to guide your revision. This is the true story of what happens 
when authors stop being polite, and start getting real about their manuscripts. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - No prep work needed.  
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Breakout Session, C4, 2:00 - 2:50 p.m. (Saturday) 
Everything in its Right Place: An Overview of Agenting and Publishing 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - General/Beginner - this presentation will be applicable to all 
writers/illustrators across PB, MG, YA, and is mainly geared towards writers without 
agents/editors. 
CONTENT/TOPIC - This presentation and Q&A will give a broad look at a literary agent’s 
perspective to crafting a long-term career in children’s publishing across genres, including 
some potential deal-breaker missteps to avoid along the way. We will talk about changing 
market conditions, best practices to determine viable projects, and how to read between 
the lines on responses and rejections. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - No prep work needed.  
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Sean’s critiques - Happy to critique all genres and illustrator portfolios, but probably not 
the best match for YA romance. 
 
 
 

Julie K. Rubini, Author, is a children’s book author, founder of Claire’s Day, wife and mom. 

Her published works include Eye to Eye: Sports Journalist Christine Brennan, Virginia 



 

 

Hamilton: America’s Storyteller, Missing Millie Brown: The 
Secret Case of Nancy Drew Ghostwriter and Journalist, and 

Hidden Ohio. 

 

Julie and her husband Brad established Claire’s Day, a children’s 

book festival in honor of their daughter. A highlight of the festival 

is the C.A.R.E. Awards, given to children selected as the most 

improved readers in their schools. She and her family, including 

daughter (Kyle) and son (Ian) have traveled extensively together, 

including all fifty states and several continents. 

 

Julie is the recipient of the Toledo Area Jefferson Award (2015), 

and the YWCA Milestones Award (2016). Virginia Hamilton: 
America’s Best Storyteller received a Kirkus starred review, was 

listed on Bank Street College of Education’s Best Children’s Books, 2018, outstanding merit, 

and was an Ohioana Finalist. She is also very proud of being a Jefferson Award recipient for 

our work through Claire’s Day. 

 

You can find her at www.julierubini.com. 

 

Julie’s advice for writers/illustrators: “One of the first bits of advice I offer is to join SCBWI 

and take advantage of all the resources available to members! Otherwise, read what you want 

to write, read, read, read! And never give up. Just keep writing, submitting, and making your 

work known.” 

 
Breakout Session, C1, 9:45 - 10:35 a.m., (Saturday)  
Solving the Mysteries of Research to Strengthen Your Fiction and Nonfiction  
INTENDED AUDIENCE - This session is ideal for writers interested in writing biographies 
and nonfiction, but research is involved in creating fiction too! 
CONTENT/TOPIC - Learn the insights into cracking the secret codes of research. From 
discovering resources, visiting libraries archives, to interviewing subjects, Julie provides 
the clues to conducting extensive research in order to write creative, narrative nonfiction 
and fiction, 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - Bring a notebook or laptop to record notes. 
HANDOUTS - Julie believes in saving trees, so there will not be any handouts. 
 
Julie’s critiques - PB, MG, prefer NF, especially biographies - but she is otherwise happy 
to help in any way she can 
 
 
 
 

http://www.julierubini.com/


 

 

Tammi Sauer, Author, is a full-time children’s book author who 
presents at schools and conferences across the nation. In 
addition to winning awards, her books have gone on to do great 
things. Nugget & Fang was made into a musical and is currently 
on a national tour with 120 scheduled performances, Wordy Birdy 
was named a Spring Kids’ Indie Next pick, an Amazon Best Book 
of the Month, and a Barnes & Noble Best Book of the Month, and 
Your Alien, an NPR Best Book of the Year, was recently released 
in Italian, Spanish, Korean, and French which makes her feel 
extra fancy.  
 
To learn more about Tammi and her 27 books, visit her on the 
web at tammisauer.com. 

 
Tammi’s advice for writers/illustrators: “My best advice for 

writers comes from a quote I found in an old Cynsations interview: ‘My main 
considerations for any picture book are humor, emotion, just the right details, read-aloud-
ability, pacing, page turns, and of course, plot. Something has to happen to your 
characters that young readers will care about and relate to. Oh, and you have to 
accomplish all that in as few words as possible, while creating plenty of illustration 
possibilities. No easy task.’” - Lynn Hazen” 
 
Picture Book Intensive, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. (Friday) 
Writing the Irresistible Picture Book Manuscript 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - Most beneficial to intermediates 
CONTENT/TOPIC - Do you want an agent or an editor to fall head over heels for your 
latest picture book manuscript? Start by coming up with a fresh idea and making those 
first fifty words irresistible! In this session, we will explore a variety of idea-getting 
strategies, delve into a wide range of picture book structures, discuss ways to give 
beginnings some va-va-va-voom, and push our manuscripts to woo you-know-who. 
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - Each attendee should bring a work-in-progress and writing 
tools.  
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
 
 
 

Closing Address, Ballroom, 3:15 - 4:15 p,m. (Saturday) 

Psst! Tammi’s Top Picture Book Secrets - Revealed 
Tammi will unveil her favorite picture book writing secrets. She will focus on the key 
picture book components, explore what to include in a picture book’s beginning, middle, 
and end, and offer strategies for building the much-sought-after heart and humor into 
manuscripts. 
 
Tammi’s critiques: PB manuscripts 

http://tammisauer.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 

Rosemary Wells, Author/Illustrator, has enjoyed a career in 
young people’s literature for 45 years, having published over 
120 books. She is proud of many awards, but the best is the 
award given Mary on Horseback, the Christopher Award. 
 

You can find her at www.rosemarywells@me.com. 

 
Rosemary’s advice for writer's/illustrators - “Write the book 

that only you can write.” 
 
 
 
 
Illustrator Intensive, 1:00 - 4:00 pm (Friday) 

The Young Artists’ Workshop 
INTENDED AUDIENCE - Illustrators 
CONTENT/TOPIC -  
SUPPLIES/PREPARATION - Please bring something to sketch on and with. 
HANDOUTS - Presenter’s discretion 
 
Post-dinner Presentation, Ballroom, 7:15 - 8:15 p.m. (Friday) 
How to Write for Your Reader 
 
Rosemary’s critiques: Manuscripts for picture books, artist portfolios, first five pages of 
MG or YA 
 

mailto:www.rosemarywells@me.com

